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CHAHAL DAINIK GAZETTE (CDG)
CENTRAL BANK DIGITAL CURRENCY

Context: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the launch 
of India’s much-awaited Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) for 
retail users.

About CBDC
• CBDC is the legal tender issued by a central bank in a 

digital form. 

•  It is the same as a fiat currency and is exchangeable 
one-to-one with the fiat currency. 

•  The digital fiat currency or CBDC can be transacted using 
wallets backed by blockchain.

•  In effect, the retail e-rupee will be an electronic version of 
cash, and will be primarily meant for retail transactions.

•  It will be able to provide access to safe money for 
payment and settlement, as it will be the direct liability 
of the central bank.

•  Four banks will be involved in the controlled launch of 
the digital currency in these four cities: 

	State Bank of India, 

	ICICI Bank, 

	Yes Bank, and 

	IDFC First Bank.

•  RBI has demarcated the digital rupee into two broad 
categories: 

•  General purpose (retail) and 

•  Wholesale

	RBI has already launched the digital rupee for the 
wholesale segment to settle secondary market 
transactions in government securities.

	Wholesale CBDC is designed for restricted access to 
select financial institutions. 

How will the retail digital rupee work?
•  The e₹-R would be in the form of a digital token that 

represents legal tender. 

•  It will be issued in the same denominations as paper 
currency and coins, and will be distributed through 
intermediaries, i.e., banks.

•  Users will be able to transact with e₹-R through a digital 
wallet offered by the participating banks and stored on 
mobile phones and devices.

•  Transactions can be both person to person (P2P) and 
person to merchant (P2M). 

•  Payments to merchants can be made using QR codes 
displayed at merchant locations

•  As in the case of cash, it will not earn any interest.
•  It can be converted to other forms of money, like deposits 

with banks.
 •  Reduction in operational costs involved in physical cash 

management, 
•  Fostering financial inclusion, 
•  Bringing resilience, efficiency and innovation in the 

payments system.
•  Adding efficiency to the settlement system 
•  Boosting innovation in cross-border payments space and 
•  Providing the public with uses that any private virtual 

currencies can provide, without the associated risks.
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PERSON OF INDIAN ORIGIN

Context: PIOs are the largest non-white and Asian ethnic group in 
the United Kingdom according to a latest survey.

Key details:
•  Indian-origin people remain 

both the largest Asian 
ethnic group and largest 
non-white ethnic group 
in the UK and now make up 
3. 1% of the population at 
1. 8 million, the data from 
the 2021 UK census has 
revealed. 

•  The number of British 
Indians has increased 32% 
compared to when the last 
census was done in 2011 
when the figure was 1. 4 
million.

•  Pakistani-origin people 
make up the second largest non-white ethnic group at 1. 
5 million, a 41% increase on 2011day. 

•  However thousands of Sikhs chose to identify their ethnicity 
as Sikh rejecting the Asian/Asian British category, which 
has a sub-category of Indian.

What does a Person of Indian Origin (PIO) mean?
•  Person of Indian Origin (PIO) refers to a foreign citizen 

who held an Indian Passport at any point in time or 
whose parents/grandparents/great grandparents 
were citizens of India. 

•  Reserve Bank of India’s definition of a PIO:

•  Person of Indian Origin (PIO) means a citizen of any country 
other than Bangladesh or Pakistan who had:

	at any time held Indian passport or 

	he or either of his parents or any of his grandparents 
were a citizen of India by virtue of the Constitution of 
India or the Citizenship Act, 1955 or 

	the person is a spouse of an Indian citizen or a person 
referred to in (a) or (b).

PIO Card:
•  PIO cardholders do not need a visa if they wish to visit 

India for up to 15 years from the issuance of a PIO Card.

•  They can stay for up to 180 days In India without 
registration to FRRO (Foreigner Regional Registration 
Office).

•  They can study or work for private institutions in India 
without a special visa

•  They have the same financial and economic benefits as 
NRIs.

BINTURONG & BLYTH’S TRAGOPAN

Context: Binturong (or bearcat) is among several offerings of exotic 
meat at Ukhrul’s gambling groups. 

Key details:
•  Police and forest officials in Manipur’s Ukhrul town have 

been scanning “gambling dens” following reports of wild 
animals — dead or alive — being offered as prizes for 
raffle draws. 

•  There have been instances of people buying raffle draw 
tickets ranging from ₹100 to ₹500 to try their luck to win 
exotic meat. 

•  The larger or rarer the bird or animal or body part, the 
higher the price of the ticket.

•  Apart from wild boars and deer, animals such as 
binturong (an arboreal mammal also known as bearcat), 
squirrels and flying foxes (bats) have been found to be on 
offer.

•  Different types of birds such as the grey-sided thrush and 
tragopans (often called horned pheasants) have also been 
spotted. 

•  The Blyth’s tragopan is the State bird of Nagaland.

About Binturong
•  The binturong (Arctictis binturong), also known as the 

bearcat, is native to South and Southeast Asia. 

•  It has been assessed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List 
because of a declining population trend. 

•  The binturong is the only living species in the genus 
Arctictis. 

•  It is confined to tall forest. 

•  India included the binturong in CITES Appendix III and in 
Schedule I of the Wild Life Protection Act 1973, so that 
it has the highest level of protection. 

•  In China, it is listed as critically endangered. 

•  It is completely protected in Bangladesh, and partially 
in Thailand, Malaysia, and Vietnam. 

About Blyth’s tragopan
•  Blyth’s tragopan or the grey-bellied tragopan, is a 

pheasant that is a vulnerable species. 

•  The animal’s population is small and is believed to be 
decreasing at a rapid rate. 

•  Blyth’s tragopan is located in Bhutan through north-
east India, north Myanmar to south-east Tibet, and also 
China. 

•  Tragopan blythii normally flocks to wooded areas 
as it prefers the undergrowth of evergreen oak and 
rhododendron forests, and other dark, quiet places. 

•  This species is legally protected in all countries in which 
it is found

•  The Blue Mountain National park in Mizoram, India 
is currently taking surveys of how many different Blyth’s 
tragopan can be heard and seen in the area. 



•  NEW DELHI    •  MUMBAI     •  KOLKATA    •  AHMEDABAD   •  ANAND   •  BHILAI    •  BHUBANESWAR      •  CHANDIGARH   •  DEHRADUN   
•  GANDHINAGAR   •  KANPUR   •  PATNA   •  RAIPUR   •  RAJKOT   •  RANCHI   •  SURAT   •  VADODARA

D
AI

LY
 C

U
RR

EN
T 

AF
FA

IR
S

30th NOV  20223

OUR CENTRES

https://chahalacademy.com/

93132-18734, 82877-76460

•  IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) 
Status: Vulnerable 

•  CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species):  Appendix I 

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATIO IMPROVES TO 97 

Context: The number of women dying from pregnancy-related 
issues in India has declined from 130 per lakh live births in 2014-
16 to 97 per lakh in 2018-20. 

Key findings: 
•  The finding is based on a sample survey of maternal 

mortality recorded between 2018 and 2020 across the 
country. 

•  Assam had the highest maternal mortality ratio (MMR) 
in 2018-20 with an MMR of 195. 

•  Madhya Pradesh was second with an MMR of 173, 
followed by UP (167). 

•  Kerala witnessed the lowest MMR (19), followed by 
Maharashtra (33) and Telangana (43). 

•  MMR has been on the decline in India for nearly a 
decade.

Government Interventions:
•  Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY):

	It came into effect in 2017. 

	It is a direct benefit transfer (DBT) scheme under 
which cash benefits are provided to pregnant women 
in their bank accounts to meet enhanced nutritional 
needs and partially compensate for wage loss. 

•  LaQshya:

	The government also launched the Labour Room 
Quality Improvement Initiative (LaQshya) in 2017 
to improve the quality of care in labour room and 
maternity operation theatres.

	It ensures that pregnant women receive respectful 
and quality care during delivery and immediate 
postpartum period. 

•  Poshan Abhiyan:

	The government is implementing POSHAN Abhiyaan 
from 2018 with a goal to achieve improvement in 
nutritional status of children, adolescent girls, 
pregnant women and lactating mothers. 

•  India is a signatory to the United Nations sustainable 
development goals (SDGs), which adopted a global MMR 
target of fewer than 70 deaths per 1,00,000 live births 
by 2030.

What is Maternal Mortality?
•  The World Health Organization (WHO) defines 

maternal death as the death of a pregnant person due 
to complications related to pregnancy, underlying 
conditions worsened by the pregnancy or management of 
these conditions. 
	This can occur either while they are pregnant or within 

six weeks of resolution of the pregnancy.
•  There are two main measures :
	the maternal mortality ratio and 
	maternal mortality rate

•  Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) is defined as the 
number of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births due 
to pregnancy or termination of pregnancy. 

•  The maternal mortality rate is used to represent the risk 
associated with pregnancy among women.

ENTRY OF WOMEN IN MASJIDS
Context: Recently, the Jama Masjid in Delhi prohibited the entry 
of single women or women in groups inside the mosque premises. 
Following a meeting with the Lieutenant-Governor, the mosque 
authorities withdrew the ban. 

Islamic law on women’s entry
•  Most Islamic scholars agree that women have been 

exempted, not prohibited from going to the mosque, 
keeping in mind their child-rearing and other domestic 
responsibilities. 

•  The Quran (Holy book of Muslims) also at no place 
prohibits women from going to mosques for prayers. 

•  Across West Asia there is no ban on women coming to the 
masjid for prayers. 

•  The denial of access to mosques for women worshippers 
is a largely subcontinental phenomenon. 

•  In India, only a handful of mosques maintained or 
owned by Jamaat-e-Islami and the Ahl-e-Hadith sect have 
provisions for women worshippers. 

•  Most mosques while not expressly forbidding women’s 
entry in masjids, have no provision for women to do 
ablutions for prayer or a separate prayer zone for 
them. 

The legal issue
•  According to the Constitution, there is complete equality 

between men and women. 
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•  In the Haji Ali Dargah case, the High Court quoted 
Articles 15, 16 and 25 of the Constitution to grant women 
the desired access to the dargah. 

•  There are petitions filed before the Supreme Court wherein 
access has been sought for women in all mosques 
across the country. 

•  The apex court has clubbed them with the Sabarimala 
case.

IN-CAMERA PROCEEDINGS
Context: The Supreme Court recently rejected a plea for in-camera 
hearing of a rape case.

What are in-camera proceedings?
•  In-camera proceedings are private, unlike open court 

proceedings. 
•  Conducted as per the court’s discretion in sensitive 

matters to ensure protection and privacy of the parties 
involved, the proceedings are usually held through video 
conferencing or in closed chambers, from which the 
public and press are excluded.

•  In an open court or open justice system, the press is 
allowed to report on the matter being heard.

•  Section 327 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 
has detailed the types of cases that should be recorded on 
camera, including inquiry into and trial in rape case.
	The presiding judge or a magistrate can order at any 

stage of the proceedings that the public generally, or 
any particular person, shall not remain present in the 
courtroom or the court building.

	It states that it shall not be lawful to publish any matter 
in relation to in-camera proceedings except with the 
previous permission of the court. 

	The ban on publishing of trial proceedings for 
offence of rape may be lifted subject to maintaining 
confidentiality of name and address of the parties.

In which other cases are in-camera proceedings 
held?

•  In-camera proceedings are usually conducted at family 
courts in cases of:
	matrimonial disputes, 
	judicial separation, 
	divorce proceedings, etc.

•  In-camera proceedings are also conducted during the 
deposition of witnesses of terrorist activities as per the 
court’s discretion, so as to protect them and maintain 
national security.

MAUNA LOA VOLCANO ERUPTS
Context: Mauna Loa, the world’s largest active volcano, erupted 
after 38 years recently.

About the volcano
•  Mauna Loa 

is one of five 
volcanoes that 
form the Island 
of Hawaii in 
the U.S. state of 
Hawaii in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

•  It is an active 

shield volcano with relatively gentle slopes.
•  Lava eruptions from Mauna Loa are silica-poor and very 

fluid, and tend to be non-explosive.
•  The volcano’s magma comes from the Hawaii hotspot, 

which has been responsible for the creation of the 
Hawaiian island chain over tens of millions of years. 

•  The slow drift of the Pacific Plate will eventually carry 
Mauna Loa away from the hotspot within 500,000 to 
one million years from now, at which point it will become 
extinct.

Why do volcanoes erupt?
•  The deeper one goes under the surface of the Earth 

towards its core, the hotter it gets. 
•  The geothermal gradient (the amount that the Earth’s 

temperature increases with depth) indicates heat 
flowing from the Earth’s warm interior to its surface. 

•  At a certain depth, the heat is such that it melts rocks and 
creates ‘magma’.

•  Magma is lighter than solid rock and hence it rises, 
collecting in magma chambers.

•  Chambers which have the potential to cause volcanic 
eruptions are found at a relatively shallow depth, 
between six to ten km under the surface.

•  As magma builds up in these chambers, it forces its way 
up through cracks and fissures in Earth’s crust. 

•  This is what is called as a volcanic eruption. 
•  The magma that surfaces on the Earth’s crust is referred to 

as lava.

Why are some volcanic eruptions explosive and 
some not?

•  Eruptions vary in intensity and explosiveness, depending 
on the composition of the magma.

•  Runny magma makes for less explosive volcanic 
eruptions that typically are less dangerous.
	Since the magma is runny, gasses are able to escape, 

leading to a steady but relatively gentle flow of lava 
out of the mouth of the volcano. 

	The eruption at Mauna Loa is of this kind. 
•  If magma is thick and sticky, it makes it harder for 

gasses to escape on a consistent basis.
	This leads to a build-up of pressure until a breaking 

point is reached.
	At this time, the gasses escape violently, all at once, 

causing an explosion. 
	Lava blasts into the air, breaking apart into pieces called 

tephra. 
	These can be extremely dangerous, ranging from the 

size of tiny particles to massive boulders.
	Ash erupted into the sky falls back to Earth like 

powdery snow.
	If thick enough, blankets of ash can suffocate plants, 

animals, and humans. 
	When the hot volcanic materials mix with nearby 

sources of water, they can create mudflows that have 
been known to bury entire communities alive. 

	Mount Vesuvius, which obliterated the city of Pompeii, 
is an example of an explosive volcano.

•  Volcanic Explosivity Index
	The Volcanic Explosivity Index (VEI) is a scale used to 

measure the explosivity of a volcano. 
	It has a range of 1 to 8 with a higher VEI indicating 

more explosivity.


